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A Quarterly Newsletter from Friends of the Auberry Library

Hot Performances Mark 6™ Annual Benefit Concert Success

Pop R&B Band Vibe Check and the Mana Fire Dancers both wowed the crowd with their energy

The sixth annual benefit concert is in the books,

and it was one to remember! On September 14,

the Sohm Garden lawn at the Auberry Branch
Library was transformed into an entertainment
venue, complete with live music, fire dancers,
Loretzeria Pizza, Ooh-De-Lolli Ice Pops, and an
extensive silent auction. It was a perfect evening
for the occasion, warm but not TOO warm, with
a crowd of about 115 concertgoers showing up
to appreciate the offerings.

The band, a Fresno foursome called Vibe Check,
was new to this event, and the music had
something for everyone, covering songs from
Marvin Gaye to Color Me Bad to the
Commodores. They really connected with the
audience and there was some dancing on the
outskirts of the crowd. The synergy was also
evident with perennial favorites the Mana Fire
Dancers, who performed on the lawn in front of
the band after darkness fell.

The benefit concert is FOALs major fundraiser,
and is the one event per year where attendees
are asked to pay a gate fee of $15 to attend.
Funds are raised via sponsorships, gate fees, and
this year, a silent auction. The silent auction was
a new addition, and generated a lot of fun and
treasure-hunting among the attendees. Our
generous sponsors and donors are listed in the
following pages, and we hope that you will
recognize their support for our community and
our library through FOAL.

The funds raised through this event go toward
offering free indoor and outdoor concerts
throughout the year, music outreach to our
local schools, and support for our beloved
Auberry Branch Library. FOAL owns the library
building and provides the operating space for
the library, as well as owns and maintains the
Sohm Garden which is an important gathering
space for our community.




Chat From the Chair

I'd like to share news about our
two newest board members.
Earlier this year we added
Samantha Fulbright to our group
and her knowledge of plants and
photography has already proved
invaluable. In August we
welcomed Chris Henson and Peter
McKinley who both join us with
enthusiasm. Chris, a retired
educator from CSUF is interested
Jamelie Taylor,FOAL Chair in FOAL's history and Peter, a local
handyman, has already
volunteered to make some much-
needed shelving for the library.
The rest of the board—Connie,
Anne, Beth, Lorraine and |—are
delighted to begin working
together with these folks.

The first day of fall arrived this past
weekend and the light is changing. |
was camping near Carson Pass and
the weather was ideal—cold at night
and gorgeous sun during the day
causing cones to drop and leaves to

quake. Time to prepare for the At the same time FOAL would like
holidays, winter and the new year. | to bid a fond farewell to our two
just realized that 2025 will mark retiring board members—Sean
FOAL’s twentieth year of being a Marjala and Chris Schubert. Their
community benefit organization. presence will be missed as their

contributions were invaluable.
Sean was the lead in our much-
needed bylaw revisions and Chris
advised us from his experience
with other non-profits. Thank
you for all of your time and
energy devoted to volunteering
and we wish you well in what's
next.

After FOAL's successful benefit
event on Saturday, September
14, we would like to thank all of
our generous sSponsors.
Additional appreciation goes out
to all of the silent auction donors
and purchasers, all of the more
than 100 attendees and
especially Loretzeria Pizza and
Ooh-de-Lolli Ice Pops. The band,
Vibe Check, was fantastic, the
Fire Dancers were thrilling, and
the FOAL board all participated
to make this a very enjoyable
evening for our community.

FOAL Thanks Our 2024 Benefit Concert Sponsors | and our wonderful Sitent
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Anne Neal Speaker Series: Chris Winchell on the John Muir Wilderness

Chris Winchell spoke at the Auberry
Library on August 27th to a full house.
Chris made a joke at the beginning of
the night stating that he hoped that “a
few people” would show up, but our
library was filled with people ready to
listen. He delivered a slide show to an
overflow crowd at the Auberry Library
with stunning photos from his
adventure which started at Florence
Lake and ended up on the East side of
the Sierra.

In preparation for this night, Chris
Winchell spent 5 weeks hiking through
the John Muir Wilderness searching for rare specimens to present. Chris has a Bachelor ot Science in Biology from
Fresno State. He developed a passion for mountain flora, particularly rare and vulnerable species, while working
in the Sierra Nevada. He exercises this passion by holding the position of Rare Plants Coordinator for the Sequoia
chapter of the California Native Plants Society. He often collaborates with Sierra Foothill Conservancy, US Forest
Service, and Fresno Herbarium.

Rare Plants Biologist Chris Winchell shared his recent photos

The tale of his journey began with the moment Chris, and his four-legged companion Jack, stepped off the Ferry
at Florence Lake. Chris immediately spotted a rare Mono Hot Springs Evening Primrose. He continued
encountering several other plants as he made his way deeper into the high country. Each plant was accompanied
with an amazing photo or video followed by a quick lesson in specific details and points of identification. Chris
provided explanations for Watermelon Snow and the causes and transportation of Chytrid Fungus, (Cont’d p. 5)

Welcome to New FOAL Board Members

We are excited to introduce Chris Henson and Peter McKinley as the newest members of the FOAL board!

Chris Henson

Originally from Kansas, Chris moved to California in 1984 to join the English Department at Fresno State, where
she dedicated 36 years to teaching American and world literature. In 1992, she and her husband settled in the
foothills, becoming active members of the community.

Libraries have always been a vital part of Chris’s life, and she believes in their importance for a thriving
community. The Auberry Library, with its
access to books, information, and
community space, is particularly dear to
Chris. Having frequently attended FOAL
events, she is now eager to contribute
more actively.

In retirement, Chris enjoys reading
contemporary fiction, reflecting her
eclectic taste in literature. Her passion
for books and community involvement
makes her a wonderful addition to our
board.

Continued on p. 4



Library Link: Auberry Branch Update

The Auberry Branch Library was recently awarded a
grant from Groundwork Grants. These grants are a
response to California’s continued threats from
natural disasters. In a recent survey, evidence
showed there were significant gaps in disaster
preparedness within cultural organizations and/or
institutions. These gaps include items such as a lack
of disaster planning, lack of strategy for long-term
collection(s) preservation, lack of funding, and more.
Due to this, the California State Library in partnership
with the Northeast Document Conservation Center
(NEDCC), developed the Ready or Not initiative to
assist cultural heritage organizations in taking the
first steps towards getting organizations prepared.

The Auberry Branch Library is one of the very few,
outlying from Fresno, library locations that houses a
special collection. Many may not even be aware that
we have a special collection — the California Indian
Library Collection (CILC). This amazing collection
includes many book titles, journal articles, theses,
photographs, and sound recordings that are specific
to our local foothill tribes. This grant will help us with
our first steps towards ensuring that these collections
remain accessible and sustainable for many years to
come. It will also help us address the larger concerns
that were discovered in our initial emergency
preparedness report by the NEDCC.

New Board Members (Cont’d from p. 3

Peter McKinley

Peter grew up in Southern California and worked for
May Company department stores before moving to
Auberry in 2008. He quickly became a valued
community member and formed a close friendship
with Jamelie Taylor through work with FOAL. He has
already been a hands-on contributor behind the
scenes helping to build shelving for the library.

Inspired by FOAL's significant impact on the
community, Peter decided to get more involved. He
is an enthusiastic reader, particularly enjoying

outdoor adventure stories as well as “the good
book”.

We are thrilled to have Chris and Peter join us and
look forward to working with them to build an ever-
better FOAL!

The next time you are in the library, we recommend
you see some of these fantastic resources that are
part of the CILC!

- Submitted by Jamie Kurumaji, FCPL

There are amazing local Native American records
right here in our Auberry Library—come explore!

FOAL Phone Number Change

FOAL is bucking the trend—giving up the mobile and
changing its phone number to a land-line number. This
number will be answered by a live person (Office
Manager Jeanette Welton) during office hours
(Tuesday 10 am to 3pm), and sometimes Friday
afternoons. Of course, you can leave a message any
time, which will be responded to during those office
hours. Want to get in touch outside of those hours?
Our e-mail is the best bet: foalorg@gmail.com.

The new number is (559) 855-5690.

A small group of thoughtful people could
change the world. Indeed, it's the only thing
that ever has.

Margaret Mead
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A Friend Recommends: Book Review
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@ e Matrix by Lauren Groff (2021) Genre: Historical Fiction
p i Reviewer: Anne Neal
Banished to a decaying English convent from France, a large, passionate
a“ ren woman called Marie starts rebuilding the convent into a prosperous
’ haven for her nuns and the women from the nearby village. The nuns
"v()[ i hand-build an elaborate labyrinth to hide the location of the convent
RUZL from the outside. They construct a self-sufficient community, safe from

Aok

the dangers lurking in this 12th century world. Marie writes fables and
poetry and records her visions in a little book. Based on the legendary
Marie de France, this is a beautifully written historical novel.

Winchell High Sierra Presentation (cont’d from p.3)

a microscopic bacterium that causes a large issue, especially to another main focus of his trip,
Frogs.

While searching for plants Chris was also looking for two very special and rare amphibians, the
Yellow-Legged Frog and Yosemite Toad. While trekking through turret lakes and meadows, he
kept an eye out for the ideal habits that would harbor the aforementioned species. Chris visited
several documented locations for these species but often came up short, spotting other points of
interest such as birds, Arctic Chipmunks, Dragonfly larvae, Fairy Shrimp, common tree frogs, and
fish.

By week 3 of the trip after searching through what he estimated to be 5,000 tree frogs in one
location, he spotted the first of many Yosemite Toad tadpoles. He explained to the crowd how
the Yosemite Toads tadpoles' eyes are centered on the top of the head, versus on the side like
common tree frogs. While conducting night surveys the evening after the initial sighting, he
began spotting adult Yosemite Toads wading in the waters rocky edge. Chris played the call of
the Yosemite Toad for the room to hear, explaining their scientific name was a nod to their
melodic sound. On another day of observation at another location he was able to spot a Yellow-
Legged Frog and a Yosemite Toad together in the same system. The mission he had set out on
was now accomplished.

With work completed, play began when he met up with close friend Chris Valez at Lou Beverly
Lake. This reunion and resupply brought up good food and company. The pair treated other
backcountry hikers with the setup of an impromptu taco stand along the Pacific Crest Trail and
John Muir Trail junction. After the well-deserved rest and meal, the friends packed up and hiked
out, finishing off the expedition at Pine Creek.

Throughout the night it was made evident to everyone in the room that Chris Winchell is
passionate and very well-educated on the Sierra Nevada. His breadth of knowledge and ease of
recall when it came to facts and details had the audience eager for more and ready with
questions. His understanding of nature and the world around us is inspiring. Thank you, Chris, for
your time and sharing your information with the community.

- Submitted by Samantha Fulbright and Anne Neal



Fall Calendar

Thursday, Oct 10th. Concert: Early Jazz and Western Swing Duo Scott Stobbe and Ella Thomasine "The
Silver Lining Serenaders". Indoors at the Auberry Library. 7:30-9:00 pm.

Thursday, Oct 24th. Anne Neal Speaker Series: Jemmy Bluestein presents "The Pine Pitch: A Forestry Saga,
Update and Protocol". Indoors at the Auberry Library. 7:30-8:30 pm.

Friday, Nov 1st. Concert: Art-Infused Guitar Pop with Blake Jones and the Trike Shop. Indoors at the
Auberry Library, 7:30-9:00 pm.

FOAL’s mission is to

- Support the Aubenry Branch Library as it strives to encourage literacy and lifelong
learning

- Provide a vibrant cultural gathening place;
- Enhance the Library's resources and services;
- Increase community access to information and knowlecdge.

About Us

Friends of the Auberry Library (FOAL) The Friends of the Auberry Library would like to

A registered non-profit since 2005 thank the following sponsors for their generous
Jamelie Taylor, Chair support:
Chris Henson, Vice Chair The AHS Foundation
Anne Neal, Secretary
Connie Schlaefer, Treasurer Valley Iron Inc.
Beth Linder Carr Bonner Family Foundation

Lorraine Doyle
Samantha Fulbright
Peter McKinley

TWO BROTHERS

Library Liaison LANDSCAPE

Jamie Kurumayji Official Landscape Contractor for Auberry Branch Library

Program Director Grounds and Sohm Garden
Kevin Hill
Office Manager P.O. Box 157, Auberry, CA 93602
Jeanette Welton 33049 Auberry Rd, Auberry, California
FOAL Focus Newsletter Phone: (559) 855-5690

Connie Schlaefer, Editor . )
E-mail: foalorg@gmail.com
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