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FOAL Focus

A Quarterly Newsletter from Friends of the Auberry Library

More New Faces at FOAL

New Office Manager Jeanette Welton (L) and new FOAL Board Member Samantha Fulbright (R)

FOAL welcomes two new members of the
leadership team: Jeanette Welton and Samantha
Fulbright.

New Office Manager Jeanette Welton hails
originally from Southern California, and moved to
Clovis in 2014. She and her husband moved to
Auberry in 2018, and then built a home in
Tollhouse. She shared “My husband and | always
wanted to live in the mountains and because he
works in Shaver Lake, we decided we wanted to
build in Tollhouse and raise our kids in the
mountains, which is something we both wish we
had growing up.”

Jeanette brings both years of experience in retail
and management, and a passion for teaching and
learning. She homeschools her two younger
children, and enjoys incorporating her love of

arts, crafting and baking into lessons with them.
Not surprisingly, Jeanette also enjoys reading,
especially self-empowerment books. Currently on
her nightstand is The Mountain is You by Brianna
Weist.

There is a new member on the FOAL Board of
Directors: Samantha Fullbright. You may recognize
Sam as the Retail Manager at Intermountain
Nursery. She has been in the local area most of
her life, and is a second-generation Sierra
graduate.

In her spare time, Sam enjoys spending time with
family, playing with her dogs, gardening,
reading/listening to and collecting books.
According to her “I've lost count of how many |
have, but could probably start my own library! |
am a big fan of physical books as well as
audiobooks, which | usually listen to (Cont. on p.2)



Chat From the Chair

Jamelie Taylor, Chair

On a personal level | try to balance
my time between active periods—
Pickleball with girlfriends—more
quiet periods—sewing or reading
at home— and then volunteer
hours with FOAL and checking on
what the library needs. Of course
the balance also must include the
details of foothill living such as
bringing in wood, cleaning and
laundry as well as collecting sticks
after every wind event.

FOAL’s mission is striving to
balance our somewhat isolated

With the 29" of February just days
away I've been hearing about the
phenomenon of time and how we
humans have made efforts to
quantify it for countless centuries. A
scientist on the radio today
explained that every year of 365
days leaves six plus (6+) hours left
over so every four years leap day
serves to balance our imperfect
calendar. That made me think about
the need to balance time even more

and insulated foothill community
with programs that present some
unique aspects of our culture that
many of us would not otherwise
experience.

This month we not only celebrated
the costumes, music and dancing
of Mardi Gras, but also heard
about the blues ‘juke’ joints that
existed in Fresno years ago. The
music of those clubs came alive

that evening in the library as
Roger and Ed delighted the
audience with old tunes.

Next month you may wish to
travel vicariously with us to the
British Isles with a Celtic trio’s
music one evening or the
saxophone of Benjamin Boone
the following week. Perhaps
you’d rather show up with a few
boxes of materials to shred on
March 16™ ( sponsored by
Central Valley Community Bank
& Big Sandy Rancheria)to balance
your needs to clean up at home
and limit trash you add to the
bins. All of these events are free
for our community and provided
by FOAL and our partners.

It’s all about balance in our lives.
Friends and/or family time. Work
or play. Social media or real
social interactions. Come check
out our ‘Friends’ face-to-face
events during your non-work

locally. time. See you @ the library.

Get all the info at

New Faces (cont’d from p. 1) http://www.friendsofauberrylibrary.org/

through Libby using my library card. She
shared: “The Auberry Library has always
been one of my favorite places to visit. |
signed up for my library card when | was 4
years old, borrowing over 700+ books,
audiobooks, movies, and video games along
the way. | enjoyed volunteering for, and
participating in, the summer reading
program growing up. | attended several
events throughout the years such as holiday
parties, crafting days, concerts, astronomy
nights, and as many book sales as | can!
FOAL does an amazing job to support our
library, I was just lucky enough to be invited
to be a board member and am excited to be
a part of this organization!”

Thank You, Susan!

As we welcome our new
leadership, we also owe
a big thank you to Susan
Smith, who filled in as
office manager since
last June. Thankfully, we
will still see Susan
around FOAL, as she
returns to her regular
volunteer work,
managing Amazon and
E-Bay sales in the FOAL

FOAL Volunteer office.
Superstar Susan Smith

Welcome to both these new energetic faces
in our FOAL leadership team!



Anne Neal Speaker: Dr Boone on his Fulbright Scholarship Year

FOAL is proud to present Composer Benjamin Boone as a guest
speaker on Tuesday March 12. Dr Boone will share his experience
from his year as a Fulbright Scholar in a talk called “It Was Great
Craic: My Year in Limerick Ireland as a US Fulbright Scholar, and the
Recording of Three Albums with Musicians There.” From his bio: A
U.S. Fulbright Scholar to the Ireland (2022-23), Ghana (2017-18) and
the Republic of Moldova (2005), now a Professor of Music at
California State University Fresno. His music spans the spectrum of
contemporary art music, ranging from contemporary orchestral
works, string quartets, and chamber works to modern jazz,
improvised music, eclectic hybrid music, and that incorporates
elements of Indian, West African, Irish, and roots music.

Boone’s Origin Records album with US Poet Laureate Philip Levine,
The Poetry of Jazz, was called “an album of unmistakable... historic
importance” (UK Vibe), “a master class in the combining of different
art forms...an essay in complementarity” (All About Jazz), and voted #3 “Best Album of 2018” in DownBeat
magazine’s 83rd annual Readers Poll. DownBeat noted, “despite the star turns [guests Branford Marsalis, Chris
Potter, Greg Osby and Tom Harrell], Boone not only distinguishes himself with uncluttered, affecting
orchestrations, but by passionately balancing intellect and emotion.” All About Jazz echoed, “these guest artists
might be the attraction for the jazz listener, and Levine for the poetry fan, but that would miss the extraordinary
music both written and performed by Boone.” The album was featured on National Public Radio’s All Things
Considered, a Staff Pick in The Paris Review, and on Amazon’s Hot New Releases list for months.

Dr Benjamin Boone (Ryatt photo)

Celtic Alchemy on March 8" in the Library

Celtic Alchemy is an acoustic trio comprised of Paddy Myers (lead vocals and guitar), David Sarkisian (guitar,
mandolin, banjo, bass, and vocals), and Don Priest (assorted percussion and vocals). In addition to our extensive
Irish playlist, we also explore other musical genres, making our shows a mix of blues, country, a taste of jazz and
a sampling of classic rock, plus our own versions of contemporary tunes by Mumford and Sons, The Dead South,
The Decemberists, and a few others.

The Members

Paddy Myers of Irish descent (“Me Mam's from Tubergregan.”) spent many Easter holidays in and around Dublin
listening to Irish music in the local pubs. Now it's in his veins. He has an extensive theatre background on
numerous stages around the Valley, both in Broadway musicals and plays. Which accounts for his unique
storytelling ability. He also can be heard doing voiceovers for various companies on the radio.

old. Over the years he played in pit bands for various
theatrical productions, leaning a new stringed instrument
when necessary, including banjo, mandolin, and bass. Seems
he was destined to play in an Irish band.

David Sarkisian started playing guitar when he was 8 years
L
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Every Irish band needs a priest, and we are fortunate to
have “The Percussionator”, Don Priest, holding down the
groove. An original member of the band, Don’s musical
journey also began at an early age by sitting in on
percussion with uncles and cousins at family gatherings,
then playing drums and sax in high school. Now his Yy, !
assortment of drums, spoons, washboard and other - PIC*COLLAGE
‘banging toys’ adds color and texture to our sound. The trio of musicians creating Celtic Alchemy




Library Link: Auberry Branch Update

If you have come to the library in the past month,
you may have noticed we have new faces at the
library! While we are missing Billie Jo Ramirez and
wish her well at Clovis Library, we have been
fortunate to gain a new Library Assistant and Adult
Services Librarian.

Emily Buletti joins the Auberry Team as a new Library
Assistant. She was previously a volunteer at the
library, helping with shelving and pulling library
materials for patron holds. An Auberry native and
current member of the community, we hope to be
able to use her insight as we create library programs
for our foothill community.

Here are some fun things about Emily:
What is your favorite thing about the library?

EB: How many free resources there are for academics
and entertainment. The programs are also pretty
cool.

What is your favorite book?

EB: My favorite book is really a series: The Raven
Cycle Series by Maggie Stiefvater.

Do you have a fun library memory?

EB: In high school my friends and | would eat lunch in
the library and play games which was fun.

Mary Yamanaka joins the Sierra Gateway Cluster as
our new Adult Services Librarian. Mary was

Elele Tiana, Sierra Marin, and Dakota Drake shared their skills
and advice with the students at Sierra.

previously the Children’s Librarian for the Water
Tower Cluster, serving downtown Fresno. She has
already been hard at work planning a number of adult
programs for the branch, including the recent
watercolor painting program. We look forward to the
next one!

Here are some fun things about Mary:
What is your favorite thing about the library?

MY: It is so hard to pick just one, but | love that
libraries build a sense of community. | think libraries
will always be known as places of knowledge without
us even advertising or marketing ourselves that way,
but so many people | meet are surprised when | tell
them we’re more than books and information. So, for
me, that’s my favorite part of libraries, being a
community space.

What is your favorite book?

MY: The Earthsea Cycle by Ursula K. Le Guin is my
favorite. | know that’s more than one book, but they
print the set as one publication so | feel it counts!

Do you have a fun library memory to share?

MY: When | was a child, my family went every
weekend. Memories of lounging in the library while
my parents read to my siblings and | are some of my
fondest.

Submitted by Jamie Kurumaji, FCPL

Music Outreach Proeram
FOAL was pleased to host another
outreach program at the music
department at Sierra High on February
8th. Hawaiian artist Elele Tiana along
with guest artists Sierra Marin and
Dakota Drake shared their music,
experiences and advice with the music
students during several class periods
at the high school. FOAL has a goal of
scheduling guest artists who are also
great communicators as outreach to
students to share about their
experiences in the world of the music
profession as part of our mission to
increase community access to
information and knowledge.



A Friend Recommends: Book Reviews

Reviewer: Susan E. Smith Genre: Art, Biography
ALL THE BEAUTY

IN THE WORLD All the Beauty in the World: The Metropolitan Museum of Art

and Me by Patrick Bringley (2023)

THE METROPOLITAN An amazing journey through the Metropolitan Museum of Art
MUSEUM OF ART AND ME and its treasures by a former NewYorker staff writer who spent
years as a museum guard. Bringley brings the art to life in a
seriesof meditations that enrich the reader through his insight.It
is also a book about life, loss and the grieving process.

Beautifully and simply expressive, this book will provide a
deeper understanding of both art and the universal experiences
of our lives.

PATRICK BRINGLEY

Reviewer: Anne Neal Genre: Fiction
Take Me With You by Catherine Ryan Hyde (2014)

Science teacher August Shroeder has been sober since his son
died in a DUl accident and he and his wife (not sober) have
separated. So, he spends his summers in his motor home,
visiting National Parks in the West. When his motor home
breaks down, the mechanic offers to fix it for free if August will
take the mechanic’s two sons on his summer trip. (It turns out
the mechanic has to complete a jail sentence and has nowhere
to place his boys. ) The relationships that develop and the lives
changed make for a compelling read. The author, who wrote
“Pay it Forward”, writes well and develops authentic characters
the reader comes to care about.

Community Shred Event March 16th

Q \ Here to help with your spring cleaning—a free shred event for the
@ community. FOAL is partnering with Central Valley Community
—— Bank and Big Sandy Rancheria to hire a shredding truck to come
= up to Auberry. Bring your old documents and rest easy that they
| [ will be quickly shredded right before your eyes. The event will be

held in the parking lot of the Auberry library from 11am to 1pm
e on Saturday March 16™. Volunteers will be on hand to help
transfer your boxes or bags to the truck.




Winter/Spring Calendar

Friday March 8™. Concert: Celtic Alchemy. 7:30-9pm. Indoors at the Auberry Library.

Tuesday March 12™. Anne Neal Speaker Series: Dr Benjamin Boone presents “My Year in Limerick Ireland
as a US Fulbright Scholar”. 7:30-9pm. Indoors at the Auberry Library.

Saturday March 16". Community Shred Event. 11am — 1pm, Auberry Branch Library parking lot.
Friday April 19'". Concert: Andrew Hagopian and Friends. 7:30-9pm. Indoors at the Auberry Library.

Friday, April 27'". Anne Neal Speaker Series: Professor Ronald Dzirigian presents “Facing It: Poems of
Love and Discontent. 7:30-9pm. Indoors at the Auberry Library.

FOAL’'s missionis to

- Support the Auberry Branch Library as it strives to encourage literacy and lifelong
learning

- Provide a vibrant cultural gathering place:
- Enhance the Library’s resources and services:
- Increase community access to information and knowledge.
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