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The musicians sharing an original jazz composition. i
Winter Trek

“l loved the music they .
As autumn got into full swing, so did the FOAL P Upcoming Events
. o played—a 10 out of 10!
Music Outreach program. Jazz pianist and About Us
composer Danny Green and his Quartet with a
special guest, mandolinist Eva Scow, visited the 1
Sierra campus, sharing music and mentorship with

grades 7-12.

Each of the musicians gave their own story about
how they got into music, what music and
instruments they had played, and how they ended
up playing as a group. Most of the musicians
played other types of music before being drawn to
jazz. The students could clearly identify with the
desire to play in a rock band, which several
members mentioned!

Musician Eva Scow trained as a bluegrass artist,
and played a lick or two for the students. As aside
note, Ms Scow lived in Balch Camp as a child, so
she had an extra Sierra connection! That evening, the group went on to play at the first
indoor FOAL concert for the season. Allin all, a great
start to our outreach & concert series for this school
year, and we thank Southern California Edison for
their sponsorship of all 2016 outreach events, and
their new pledge to do the same for 2017.

Kadyn Collins get some personal insight from the
band’s talented drummer.

During each class, the students got a chance to
ask questions as a group, and later, to meet the
artists one on one Seventh Grader Kadyn Collins
commented "l loved the music they played...10
out of 10!"
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Hello 2017! I hope you are all
prepared as we enter a new year
certain to bring change. Itis
beginning with wet and cold

weather to cause us to huddle inside

with a good book or a movie as we

watch out for falling branches. That

is a welcome change from the drier
winters of the recent past. Change
has come to our FOAL office space
as Earl Dunn retires from his

Oakview Terrace ownership position

to have more time for fishing and
Eric Ford takes his place. We hope

that is a welcome change for both of

them.

Traditionally we are encouraged to

resolve to make changes in our lives

when the new year begins. Some

FOAL's mission is to

people make efforts to mend a
habit or explore a new diet while
others make resolutions about
trying something challenging. For
many these resolutions are short-
lived, and for some anticipating
any kind of change is difficult.

For myself, | want to maintain an
attitude of welcoming change and
being open to new opportunities
others as they come my way. That
means that this year | will explore
‘the cloud’ for my photo storage

| want to maintain an

attitude of welcoming
change...How will
2017 change you?

and/or put them on a disk so | can
make room for more
granddaughters on my phone.
That means that | will listen more
carefully to ideas different from
my own in an effort to consider
their logic. That means that | will
strive to be a better friend to all,
both in our community and in the
larger global one. How will 2017
change you?

Jamelie Taylor

e Support the Auberry Branch Library as it strives to encourage literacy and lifelong learning;

¢ Provide a vibrant cultural gathering place;

e Enhance the Library's resources and services; and to increase community access to
information and knowledge.

EARLY LITERACY GRANT

As you know FOAL's mission is to increase literacy and
encourage use of the library as a community focal
point. To that end FOAL has two programs involving
young readers: the First Grade Book Award begun by
LoWayne Kittinger and the Early Literacy Grant.

The Literacy Grant was initially used to subsidize LIFT,
a local organization promoting reading skills
intervention founded by Thelma Canclini. After her
retirement the grant was passed on to the elementary
school for a source of funding for paraprofessional
tutoring to benefit K-3 students. Later, grant funding
was part of the RTI (Response to Intervention)
approach to work with at-risk readers below grade
level.

This year Alan Harris, the principal at Foothill
Elementary School, has proposed that the grant be
used to purchase Delta Foss Science Kits for K-2
classrooms to provide hands-on experience not only

with science but also with expository text. The FOAL
board is excited about this approach to early literacy
and hopes to see the materials in the hands of students
soon.

Solids and
Liquids

An example of the kits FOAL will sponsor for grades
K-2 (FOSS photo)




RECOGNITIONS

FOAL has recently received two grants for 2017.
One from the Bertha and John Garabedian Charitable
Foundation ($2,000) to fund Astronomy, Teen tours,
and Poetry Nights. And one from Southern California
Edison ($5,000) to fund the Music Outreach Program.

FOAL loves their volunteers! In 2016, forty four
people donated a total of 1,720 hours to FOAL. Our
organization would not be able to offer all the
programing and library support that it does without
the generosity of our “Friendly” volunteers. Thank
you!

FOAL recently held their Annual Holiday Book

Sale on November 30 and December 1. All of the
items for sale are donated by the public and the book
sale is run by volunteers so there are no expenses
involved with this fundraising event. We would not be
able to set up, take down, and run the book sale
without the help of our volunteers. It is greatly
appreciated! We earned $488 for the 2 days.

Many thanks to Vickie Maxwell
For donating TWENTY of her prize-winning pies!

NEw OPTIONS FOR
MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
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Our new option for membership dues—online!

FOAL’s Annual Membership Drive is underway. If you
have not renewed your membership recently you will be
receiving a renewal notice in the mail. New this year —
you can now renew your membership online through our
website using your credit or debit card through our
secure Paypal account. Just go to our web page Friends
of the Auberry Library :: About Us and choose "How to
Join”. If you have any questions on your membership
status, please let Loren know at foalorg@gmail.com.

BAKE SALE BOUNTY

FOAL had a booth at the Intermountain Nursery’s 24 th
Annual Harvest Arts & Peace Festival again this year. Itis
always an enjoyable event because everyone who helps
in the booth is such fun to spend time with. It makes for
an enjoyable social gathering as well as a fund-raiser.
This event is always an act of faith for FOAL. Each year
we put out a request for donations of Home Baked
Goodies. We never know how much “merchandise” will
show up. We set up the booth early Saturday morning
and then wait to see if folks will bring lots of wonderful
baked goods for us to sell. We are never disappointed! All
weekend long, people come by our booth and drop off
the most delicious-looking baked goods for us to sell. It
makes us feel much appreciated here in the community.

One person in particular has gone above and beyond
what could ever be expected. Every year that FOAL
has had a booth at the festival, Vickie Maxwell has
baked her award-winning pies and donated them to
FOAL for this occasion. And not just one or two
pies... Vickie bakes 20 pies each year to donate to
FOAL! Her reputation precedes her, and people
begin asking for her pies long before they arrive.

We made $1,584 this year; all because people
donate their time and their wonderful home-baked
goodies to FOAL. Thank you to everyone who helps
in the booth, bakes goodies for us, and to all the
folks who come to our booth each year and buy
everything we have--down to the last crumb!



http://www.friendsofauberrylibrary.org/index.php/aboutus/
http://www.friendsofauberrylibrary.org/index.php/aboutus/
mailto:foalorg@gmail.com

4 SpPECIAL GUITARIST PERFORMANCE FOR FOAL

On Monday, November 7, FOAL presented its final
concert of 2016 with the return of guitarist
extraordinaire Chris Proctor to the
FOAL/Intermountain Rotary stage. This was the g6
free concert presented by FOAL since the program

began in 2007.

Chris Proctor is known around the Western world as
one of the modern masters of fingerstyle guitar--
composing, arranging, and performing complex
orchestral music with only one set of hands on six
and twelve-string steel guitars. Since winning the
U.S. National Fingerstyle Championship, he has
toured constantly across North America and Europe,

releasing 10 recordings of his sparkling compositions
and arrangements. His music is rooted in classic

Americana - spiced with folk, Celtic, jazz, pop and

classical flavors.

The audience of about 45 people enjoyed a stellar

performance. We are lucky to be able to bring a

MEET A FRIEND: SUE LEEPER

Tell us about how you came to
the Auberry area: 40 years ago, |
came here with my husband, who
was from Auberry. At first, | did
NOT like the area...small town out
in the middle of nowhere. But|
fell in love with the area, and with
the Sierras. We skied, explored
the back country, and just enjoyed
the mountains. We ran a sign
business, and raised our two sons
here. Later, | got a teaching
credential, and was a substitute
teacher for Sierra and Clovis
Unified.

Where were you from originally?
Well,  was born in Oakland. Went
to college at UC Santa Barbara,
but ended up at Fresno State.
After graduation, | worked my
way up the west coast, ending up
in British Columbia. | spent six
years there, living in a cabin with
no electricity, no running water!
When my father passed away, and
my mother wasiill,  moved back
to the Fresno area.

What is your first memory of
FOAL? | think it was when Loren
(FOAL program director) began
bringing in a variety of musicians
and talks. 1 do know many of the

musicians, and | love to come support
them and FOAL.

What motivates your involvement
with FOAL? | am a big believerin
supporting this community, and
FOAL brings a diverse cultural
experience to us. The concerts, the
events for kids and teens, the tours
and hikes—great stuff.

In fact, you have done some work
on your own to advocate for our
community, right? Yes, | did some
work to promote our local
communities through geo-tourism [a
website sponsored by National
Geographic]. I did a lot of research,
interviews, and photography to
showcase Auberry, Tollhouse, and the
Eastern Mono Pow Wow, to name a
few. You can check it out at
sierranevadageotourism.org

Many people also know you as an
advocate for environmental
awareness. When did you develop
that interest? Maybe it was when |
was living very simply in a cabin with
no water or power! But movies like
Food Inc. and An Inconvenient Truth
really got me thinking about our
resources and sustainability. | also
started to think about how businesses
market to consumers. | researched

performer of his caliber to Auberry. It is possible
because he performs here for half of what he would
normally be paid due to his appreciation for what
FOAL does to bring the arts to our small community.

We invite you to attend our free concerts in 2017 as we
strive to continue bringing a wide variety of musical
stylings to our community.

Sue with a bit of her research.

the topic and put together a set of
lessons on Media Literacy. | worked
with high school students to examine
how companies frame their products.
For example, companies use beautiful
pictures of nature to advertise a
product that is not environmentally
friendly (like bottled water). Another
effort was an event called “Step It Up,
Congress”. It was a nationwide day of
action for climate change awareness,
and we had a group at Sierra High
participating! We've also hosted
community events at the library to
sew our own fabric shopping bags.
With the new laws, maybe we should
do something like that again!

CONTINUED on p.7


http://www.sierranevadageotourism.org/content/southern-sierra/sie35d440d0cb7b17e7f

CATCHING UP WITH TAG

ELISABETH DENISTON, TEEN CONTRIBUTOR

TAG (Teen Activity Group) will be doing many new
and fun things this New Year! Already we have
spent time coloring, playing, and talking about
goals we have set for this year, and how we spent
the end of 2016.

One of my favorite things about TAG is just talking
in general. We go around the group and each person
tells one thing that they experienced that week,
good or bad. It gives us a chance to grow closer with
our peers, and learn more about each other. We
often go into deep conversations that start out on a
simple topic; this gives everyone a chance to see
others perspectives and see things in a different
manner than we normally would.

We show each other little things we are proud of,
like a short poem we scribbled down or big
opportunities that are coming our way. We all get to
be part of the joy that is in each other’s lives, this is
just one of the many reasons TAG is a wonderful
place to go, learn, and grow, one of the reasons |
love TAG. | also love the diverse books we get to
read. This month everyone wanted to choose a
book that they have never read, but had heard good
things about or that sounded interesting. Everyone
shared a book idea, and then as a group we chose
which book we wanted to read the most. The book
that we decided on this month is Freckles. Freckles
is a novel written by the American writer and
naturalist Gene Stratton-Porter. We are going to be
talking about what we thought of the book, our
likes and our dislikes, why we liked it, why we didn’t
like it.

All these amazing things happen every Thursday at
4:00. We would love to have new members that can
add even more fun to our wonderful little group, so
if you are a teen who enjoys great conversation,
good book discussions, and making new friends,
come join us!!

Upcoming TAG Activities
1/26: book club (Freckles by Gene Stratton-
Porter)
2/9: craft, "love bugs”

The teens will once again be completing the
"Cardboard Challenge" this spring, a fun
and creative challenge to build something
cool out of cardboard

LIBRARY LINK:
HAPPENINGS AT OUR
FAVORITE LIBRARY

ADULT CRAFTS

The Adult Craft group creating handmade ornaments

One November morning, | wandered in to the library to
pick up a few books. | couldn’t help but notice several
tables set up with an array of paints, ribbons, glue and
glitter. I had unwittingly stumbled into Adult Craft Day.
Not being “crafty” myself, my first inclination was to
walk on by. But| hated to see all that preparation not
put to use. The hour had arrived and no one was there!
So | sat down.

Lo and behold, event organizer Raelene Fleming was
prepared for the most extreme novice (like me). She
had pictures and examples, plus gizmos that were
really intriguing, like a wood burning tool. The next
thing | knew, | was enjoying myself! A small group did
gather, and the conversation and mood were upbeat.
The group produced some beautiful ornaments for the
library tree displayed at the historical society.

Although this artistic, crafty activity was outside my
comfort zone, it was quite an enjoyable hour. The next
time | see an Adult Craft activity, I'll be much more
open to sitting down, and doing something | don’t
normally do. Perhaps that is part of the point! | do
want to thank Raelene for her preparation and
guidance, and glue.—submitted by Connie Schlaefer

Note: Adult Crafts are currently scheduled for the first
Saturday of each month at 3 p.m.

A person who never made a mistake never
tried anything new. Albert Einstein




A FRIEND RECOMMENDS: BOOK REVIEWS

GENERAL

. THE

PRESIDENT

£~

MACARTHUR AND TRUMAN
AT THE BRINK OF NUCLEAR WAR

H.W. BRANDS

UNNATURAL DEEDS. UNNATURAL TROUBLES.
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Reviewer: Charlotte Gordon Genre: Fiction

The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah

| appreciate Historical Fiction because it takes me places | wouldn’t otherwise go.
The Nightingale follows two sisters, Vianne and Isabelle, during World War Il and
their hardships trying to survive in Nazi controlled France. In their own ways, they
become part of the French Resistance. Isabelle, the sister who becomes “the
nightingale”, was inspired by Andrée De Jongh. Itis a heart-wrenching story
that goes back and forth between the two women and gives a vivid picture of life
under tyranny. Hannah also delves deeply into the complicated relationship
between the sisters. A favorite quote: “Men tell stories. Women get on with it. For
us it was a shadow war. There were no parades for us when it was over, no medals
or mentions in history books. We did what we had to during the war, and when it
was over, we picked up the pieces and started our lives over.”

Reviewer: Mark Schlaefer Genre: Non Fiction

The General vs The President by H.W. Brands

Brands’ history takes the reader from the end of WWII through the signing of the
Korean Armistice Agreement in 1953. The perspectives of President Truman and
General Douglas MacArthur are detailed as are the lessons each took from the
appeasement that led to World War Il. The change in public perception of these
two figures from the Korean War to today is stark. During the war, Truman was
one of the most unpopular presidents in our history but today is ranked nearly as
high as Washington, Lincoln, and FDR. In contrast, MacArthur was almost
universally revered during the Korean War but today is recognized as reckless and
a threat to civilian control of our military. Brand illustrates that our nation has
never been so close to nuclear war as it was in the days following the Inchon
landing and push to the Chinese border, with the single exception of the Cuban
Missile Crisis in 1962. Truman's relief of General MacArthur is shown to be both
prescient and long overdue.

Reviewer: Stella Velez Genre: Young Adult Fiction
As | Descended by Robin Talley

As | Descended is a modern retelling of Shakespeare's Macbeth. Instead of taking
place in Scotland As | Descended occurs in a southern boarding school. In it "Lady
Macbeth", Lily, and "Macbeth", Maria, seek to dethrone the popular Delilah by
removing her from the running for the Kingsley prize, a prestigious scholarship, on
the word of spirits. However as in the original, the honeyed promises of the
otherworldly begin to turn sour and the "Macbeths" find themselves doing things
they never imagined in order to gain and keep the throne.

True to Macbeth ,As | Descended, is a book with a high body count. While at
times the book loses itself in trying to both stay true to the original and at the
same time find its own unique voice, As | Descended is a solid read with an
interesting cast of characters who each lend a new perspective to the story.



Icy ADVENTURE TALE

On Tuesday, Jan 10",

o e the Anne Neal Guest
— Speaker Series
p . “  hosted Phil

Bartholomew,
sharing the story of
his father’s winter
trek and first-time
ascents through the
high Sierra in 1928.
Bartholomew
became intrigued and

passionate about exploring the winter environment of
the Sierras as a snow surveyor on the Big Creek
hydroelectric project. Many of our avid local outdoor
adventurers and hikers joined FOAL for the account of
the trek.

MEET A FRIEND CONTD

Are there any books that inspire you? |really like
the book The More Beautiful World Our Hearts Know is
Possible by Charles Isenstien. Itis a series of short
chapters that are very readable and thought-
provoking. Most of my reading is more like research. |
also really like videos and documentaries. |did read a
novel recently that | really enjoyed: The Lovely Bones
by Alice Sebold. Very well written—| would
recommend it!

COMING SOON:
SAN JoAQUIN VALLEY GEOLOGY

Tuesday, March 21. 7:30 p.m. Anne Neal Guest
Speaker Series presents: John Austin - What the
San Joaquin Valley used to be like “way back
when"--a talk that covers the last 15 million
years of natural history in just under an hour.

The presentation covers how the San Andreas
reordered things (you can move a lot of terrain in
15 million years). It covers huge changes in
temperature, both up and down. It covers huge
changes in sea level. It explains where all the
sediments came from out in the valley, where we
are now sucking down the groundwater. It
covers how the big valleys like Yosemite Valley
were dug out. It covers big, big changesin
vegetation. It covers major changes in wildlife. It
is a rapid-fire march through time that leaves

MARDI GRAS PARTY

Don't forget...those spring holidays sneak up
fast! What better way to kick off the Easter
season than a musical evening right here in
Auberry! FOAL hosts its annual Fat Tuesday
Mardi Gras Party in the Auberry Library on
February 28 th, from 7:30 - 9:00 p.m. With
Zydeco band Jemmy and the Lunatics and
special guests the Sierra High Jazz Band and
Mountain Choral Company. Who will be
crowned King and Queen of the evening? Come
and see!

Last year’s festivities, with two bands lighting up the library for Fat Tuesday (Catchpole photo)
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A registered non-profit since 2005 The Friends of the Auberry Library would like to

Board of Directors thank the following sponsors for their generous
Jamelie Taylor, Chair support:
Charlotte Gordon, Vice Chair e The AHS Foundation
Amy Poore, Secretary

Connie Schlaefer, Treasurer e The Bertha & John Garabedian Charitable
Beth Linder Carr Foundation
Lorraine Doyle e The Downing Planetarium
Sean Marjala '
Anne Neal e The Rotary Club of Auberry Intermountain

e Southern California Edison
Library Liaison

Raelene Fleming P.O. Box 157, Auberry, CA 93602
_ 33049 Auberry Rd, Auberry, California
Program Director Phone: (559) 779-3625

Loren Leach E-mail: foalorg@gmail.com

FOAL Focus Newsletter
Connie Schlaefer, Editor

UpPcOMING EVENTS

Friends of Poetry Night: January 23, February 27, and March 27. 7:00 -
8:30 p.m.

Tuesday, February 28, 7:30 - 9:00 p.m. Fat Tuesday Mardi Gras Party
With Zydeco band Jemmy and the Lunatics and special guests the
Sierra High Jazz Band and Mountain Choral Company.
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Tuesday, March 21. 7:30 p.m. Anne Neal Guest Speaker Series
presents: John Austin - What the San Joaquin Valley used to be
like way back when. Do you want to be on the
mailing list for FOAL events?
Just contact us at
foalorg@gmail.com

Friday, April 28". 7-9 p.m. Violinist Eva Scow’s Gypsy Jazz. A tribute to
Stephane Grappelli and the Hot Club of France.

Follow Us on Facebook

facebook

We’re on the Web!

http://www.friendsofauberrylibrary.org/

for all the latest!
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