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FOAL Focus 
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Each year, as the school year comes to a close, a 
team from both FOAL leadership and the library 
visit our local schools to provide the gift of books 
to new readers who are finishing the first grade. 
Each child received three new books, plus 
information on the summer programs at the 
library. For the last several years, Valley Iron has 
sponsored the purchase of the books, and 
independent book store Petunia’s Place in Fresno 
has given a large discount for the purchase of the 
books, plus expert advice on what books children 
are enjoying currently. This year, a total of 111 
students from Foothill, Pine Ridge, Big Creek, and 
Sierra@Home received books to practice their 
new skills over the summer.  

It is always gratifying to see the excited reaction 
to the books, as well as the lively discussion 
about the library and its summer program 
acƟviƟes. The children are eager to volunteer  

Celebrating New Readers with a Gift of Books 

FOAL Representative Connie Schlaefer describes the gifts that each new reader will receive 

their own observaƟons, ranging from exactly 
where the library is located in Auberry, to 
programs that they’ve seen such as the RepƟle 
Man (which usually prompts a series of personal 
snake stories). They are amazed to hear what is 
available at the library, from books to movies 
and games, all for free! New this year is camping 
and hiking gear, along with the state park pass 
program from prior years. And of course, the 
summer reading program provides some 
incenƟve to keep reading, with small prizes for 
reading and tracking accomplishments. 

The students all received a flyer with a QR code 
to find the programs (and most knew what a QR 
code was!), but you can find the activities at the 
Fresno County Public Library website here . 
Come visit, bring some snacks, and enjoy the 
lawn at Sohm Garden with family and friends… 
and maybe some reptiles! 

 



 
 

 Chat From the Chair 

It’s the time of year for summer 
planning. School will soon be out 
and students as well as families will 
have more time to do things 
together. 

Why not factor in a regular weekly 
visit to your local library? All three 
FCP libraries in our community—
Auberry, Shaver Lake and Big 
Creek—are staffed with 
professionals who can make 
fantastic summer suggestions. Not 
only is there a reading challenge, but 

also weekly programs to entertain 
and inspire. Those at Auberry have 
become so popular that there are 
now two time slots for attending. 

Don’t forget to put FOAL’s outdoor 
summer concert dates on your 
calendar too. There are always 
flyers in the library, notices on the 
FOAL website and emails sent to 
many friends. Just bring a chair 
and enjoy our comfortable 
summer evenings under the stars. 

Before school is out though, FOAL 
gets to celebrate first graders with 
our First Grade Book Program. 
Inspired by one of the original 
library volunteers, Lowayne 
Kittinger, this gift has grown from 
a bag containing one book to three 
books to take home along with 
goodies. Thanks to the generous 
support of Valley Iron, Inc, FOAL 
has been able to carry on this 
tradition for more than twenty 
years. This year we are passing out 
bags to 111 students in our three 
local districts. 

Here’s a little reminder to renew 
your FOAL membership if you 
received a form either by mail or 
email. We only ask twice a year, 
spring or fall, but every dollar 
goes toward bringing free 
programming to our community, 
maintaining our office space for 
book donations as well as sales, 
and paying for landscaping and 
fire insurance on the library 
building which FOAL owns. 

This summer in June FOAL will 
feature children’s books in the 
Vault to kick off having new 
books at home for filling extra 
hours with fun or facts. 
Remember these books have 
been gently used and donated so 
the prices are low and you are 
contributing to reducing waste 
with each purchase. 

Thank you for supporting FOAL in 
a changing world. The board and 
staff are committed to planning 
programs to inspire as well as 
entertain our community. 

  

Jamelie Taylor,FOAL Chair 
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Annual Membership 
Meeting June 12th 

All FOAL members are invited to the 
annual meeting on Wednesday, June 
12th at 6:30 pm at the Auberry 
Library.  The purpose of the meeting 
is to review FOAL’s activities of the 
past year, and present any proposed 
changes. Each FOAL member should 
receive a copy of the agenda in the 
mail. The agenda can also be viewed 
on the FOAL website under calendar 
events. The meeting is generally 
short and simple, with members 
invited to an ice cream reception 
afterward, complete with the Neal’s 
special hot fudge sauce. Join us for a 
quick update and a tasty treat! 

A Changing Landscape 

Most of you know that FOAL owns the library building, which helps 
to assure that our small community has a nice facility for our library 
patrons. The facility was donated for this use by former owner 
Security Pacific Bank. Our partners at Fresno County Public Library 
provide maintenance for the building. Most of you also know that 
we have lovely landscaping around the library and Sohm Garden. 
What you may not know is that in the last few years, FOAL has to 
pay for the landscaping maintenance, which is one of many reasons 
why your membership and donations are important! FOAL would 
like to recognize that the relatively new contractor, Two Brothers 
Landscape, does give us a discount, and we will feature their logo in 
our newsletters as a “thank you”. 

 



I was eager to see Ronald again, since we’d worked together at Fresno State. He leads graduate students of 
writing through the sometimes-tedious task of formatting their theses properly, reading them all himself in the 
process. When I was ready to put mine in order three years ago, he fielded my questions with patience and 
encouragement, for which I was very thankful. Working with local Fresno writers is a privilege, he told us. To 
quote U.S. Poet Laureate Emeritus Juan Felipe Herrera: “Fresno is the ‘Capital of Poetry in the World.’” And the 
Fresno State Master of Fine Arts Program in Creative Writing, whose students he guides, takes that seriously. 

Particularly struck by the imagery in one of the poems, “Breaking Milkweed,” I asked him if he’d ever lived in the 
country—the imagery had been so evocative of our area. Yes, he told us, as a child in Dunlap. (Cont’d on p. 5) 
again, I asked. There was a murmur of agreement from other 

Anne Neal Speaker Series: Poetry Reading by Ronald Dzerigian 
 Ronald Dzerigian’s reading at the Auberry Library on Friday evening 

April 26th drew an appreciative audience of a few dozen people. In 
2018 he published his first book of poems, Rough Fire (Finishing Line 
Press), but his reading on this night included all new work. We 
listened rapt and quietly as he read poem after poem. A friend and 
accompanist punctuated his words with a subtle sound track in the 
background. Ron had asked us not to applaud until he’d completed 
the reading, after which we let loose a thunderous appreciation of 
his words.  

And that’s when the audience came to life, posing question after 
question: about his background, about his craft, about specific 
pieces, about the difference between writing songs and poems. He’d 
let us know beforehand that he’s part of a local band, and therefore 
has personal experience with both genres, which, he explained, 
don’t differ from each other that much at all; that is, a poem can 
make a perfectly good song. 
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Poet and writer Dzerigian 

Art Outreach at Sierra High School 

On Friday, April 18th, the advanced art students at Sierra High got a special lesson from a guest lecturer, Fresno 
Pacific University Assistant Professor Chris Janzen. Janzen gave an entertaining and informative presentation on 
his own creative practices, and had photos of different pieces of his art to illustrate his points. He described the 
practice of deconstructing and reconstructing using non-traditional objects--like video cassettes. In most hands, 
they are now considered items of trash, but in his hands, they became a canvas for new art. He emphasized the 
concept of using improvisation and play in the creation of art, and shared that his own art is when he 
often created while listening to 
“loud crazy music”. He also 
emphasized the role of narrative 
and culture in art, using paintings 
to tell a story. According to 
Jantzen, sometimes he doesn’t 
know what the end product will 
be when he starts, but unwinds 
the story as he is creating. 

The presentation then shifted to 
the process of creating portraits. 
Jantzen emphasized the practice 
of fundamentals in art, and the 
use of a basic (cont’d on p. 5) Professor Janzen demos the concept of a portrait “template” 



  

  Library Link: Auberry Branch Update 4 

Summer weather is arriving very quickly and now is 
the time to take advantage of the library’s California 
State Parks Passes that were introduced at Fresno 
County Public Libraries in June 2022.  As a refresher, 
State Parks Pass are available to check-out with your 
library card.  Passes can be requested online, just 
how one would do for a book, or we have a limited 
number of Lucky Day Passes that are available first 
come, first serve (like our New & Now items).  Just 
note that the Lucky Day Passes are not requestable.  
The borrowing period for all passes is 21 days and 
cannot be renewed.   

And new specifically to the Auberry Branch Library 
are California State Parks Pass Backpacks.  Through a 
grant made possible by Southern California Library 
Cooperative and the California State Library, we were 
awarded 12 hiking backpacks.  We are the only 
library in Fresno County Public Library to receive this 
new addition!   

With the backpack, you will be able to use a pair of 
trekking poles, binoculars, pocket guides to California 
wildlife and trees, and more!  We hope this new item 
to Auberry’s collection will allow our library users to 
get outside and enjoy the State Parks this summer!  
Just like the Parks Passes, these items can be checked  

 

out for 21 days with your library card.  You can also 
request one from the convenience of the SJVLS app or 
online at home.  

- Submitted by Jamie Kurumaji, FCPL 

 

Backpack and gear available for checkout at the 
Auberry Branch Library 

Music Outreach Program at Sierra High 
FOAL was pleased to host another outreach program at the music department at Sierra High on May 10th. Jazz 
musician Kevin Hill along with guest artists Dr Otto Lee and Antonio Montanez shared their music, experiences 
and advice with the music students during several class periods at the high school. A highlight of the afternoon is 
captured in the picture below, as students were encouraged to grab their instruments and join in. Several 
students jumped in! Hill encouraged the students to “find one good note and play it” rather than trying to repeat 
the melody as the group explored a jazz song. It was very effective!  

Musician Kevin Hill coaches the students as they join in the jazz jam. 



 

        5 
Art Outreach (cont’d from p.2) 

Would he read it again, I asked.  There was a murmur of agreement from other audience members.  
It took a bit of thumbing through the loose pages he held in his hands, but finally he found it, and we 
listened as it he read it again. “That’s the imagery of my life,” I told him, picturing the milkweed pods, 
the snake skins, the smooth-skinned buckeye pods, the sƟcky tarweed seeds, the lichen on the old 
oaks. 
 
Ronald is hoping to publish a second volume, which would include some if not all of the pieces we 
heard that night. His working Ɵtle: Facing It: Poems of Love and Discontent.  That Ɵtle holds an 
interesƟng juxtaposiƟon—love and discontent—one that places two familiar but important human 
emoƟons in parallel, as we oŌen experience them.  Look for it! 

- SubmiƩed by Beth Linder Carr 
 

Poetry Reading (cont’d from p.2) 

template for creating portraits based on 
the average proportions of the human 
head. He challenged himself to transform 
the basic template showing where eyes, 
nose, mouth, and ears would go on an 
oval into a recognizable portrait…in seven 
minutes. He used the very distinctive face 
of FOAL Program Director Kevin Hill as his 
subject. Meanwhile, the students were 
busily following his narrative, and making 
their own sketches. It was quite 
impressive how accurately Janzen was 
able to transform his basic template into a 
very recognizable picture of Kevin! Janzen 
pointed out subtleties like the larger 
amount of space that is needed for hair—
larger than people often anticipate. Many 
thanks for this inspiring visit go to our art 
outreach sponsor: The Bonner Family 
Foundation. 

Janzen generated an impressive likeness in 7 minutes 



 
 

     
6 Summer Calendar 

Friday, June 7th. Concert: Trey Tosh, Rock and Blues. Sohm Garden at the Auberry Library. 7:30-9:00 pm. 

Friday, June 14th. Anne Neal Speaker Series: Chuck Erven, Playwright. Indoors at the Auberry Library. 7:30-
8:30 pm. 

Thursday, July 11th. Anne Neal Speaker Series: Marisol Baca, Fresno Poet Laureate 2019-2021. Indoors at 
the Auberry Library. 7:30-8:30 pm. 

Friday, July 19th. Concert: Alyssa Witrado from “The Voice”, Popular Contemporary.  Sohm Garden at the 
Auberry Library. 7:30-9:00 pm. 

Friday, August 2nd. Concert: Carlos Rodriguez, Latin Rock. Sohm Garden at the Auberry Library. 7:30-9:00 
pm. 

Tuesday, August 27th. Anne Neal Speaker Series: Chris Winchell, Biologist. Indoors at the Auberry Library. 
7:30-8:30 pm. 

 

The Friends of the Auberry Library would like to 
thank the following sponsors for their generous 
support: 

The AHS Foundation 

Valley Iron Inc. 

Bonner Family Foundation 
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Anne Neal, Secretary 

Connie Schlaefer, Treasurer 
Beth Linder Carr 
Lorraine Doyle 

Samantha Fulbright 
Chris Schubert 

 

Library Liaison 
Jamie Kurumaji 

 

Program Director 
Kevin Hill 

 

Office Manager 
Jeanette Welton 

 

FOAL Focus Newsletter 
Connie Schlaefer, Editor 

 

Friends of the Auberry Library (FOAL) 
A registered non-profit since 2005 

About Us 

P.O. Box 157, Auberry, CA 93602 
33049 Auberry Rd, Auberry, California 

Phone: (559) 779-3625 

E-mail: foalorg@gmail.com 

Get all the info at 

http://www.friendsofauberrylibrary.org/ 


